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34th Newcastle Jazz Festival 
Newcastle City Hall  

 Friday 25, Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 August, 2023 
 

Photos - 2022 Newcastle Jazz Festival ς Left Toby Hall, Middle: Some of the Dancers & right: Heather Price.  
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FROM  VICE-PRESIDENT SHERIDEN  
We are pleased to announce that at our resumed AGM on 26 February most of our Executive 

Committee positions were filled along with 6 General Committee positions and that of the Public 

Officer. We are pleased and extremely relieved that this means our club will continue. Phew!  

 

The current positions are: 

Vice President ï Sheriden Nelson  

Secretary ï Val Jones 

Treasurer ï Casey Sherry 
General Committee ï Doug Saxon, Murray Scoble, Paul Ward, Alan Hunter, Kylie Fischer and 

Marianne Cummins.  

Public Officer ï Ann Gibson  

 
I warmly welcome our new committee members Casey, Kylie and Marianne. Iôm sure you will all make a valuable 

contribution to our club over the coming year. Thank you Ann for giving your time again to the club , we are pleased 

to have you back on board.  

 
I was fairly confident that we would be able to fill all of the positions and keep our club going. At the time of writing 

we do not yet have a President and that is why you are hearing from me. Iôm sure that by our next Newsletter we will 

be able to announce our President for 2023. Stay tuned. 

 
I am very pleased to let you all know that our former President Judy Preston and Membership Officer Joanne Taylor 

have volunteered to assist the current committee by taking on some of the tasks they performed in their former roles. 

Jo will continue as our Membership Officer and Judy will assist in a Welfare and Fund-Raising role. Jo has been 

flawless as our Memberships Officer and the current Committee are delighted to have her assistance in this role. Judy 

will continue to help with the raffles and reaching out to members with compassionate care and as a warm welcoming 

friendly face to our members. To Judy and Jo, the Committee are very grateful for your ongoing support. The offer by 

both Jo and Judy for ongoing assistance shows great support and trust in our current Committee and we couldnôt be 

happier.  

 
I would personally like to extend my thanks to our former President Judy Preston, who held the position of Vice 

President in 2010 and then President from 2011 until 2022. Judy, your work for our club has made such a great 

contribution to the continuation and growth of the club over the years. I recall when I first joined the club and started 

coming to events and concerts, you made me feel so welcome and included me as if I had been in your jazz family for 

many years. Iôve enjoyed many fun chats, a few dances and the odd naughty joke with you over the years and I look 

forward to many more over the coming years.  

 
Iôd also like to thank Val Jones for stepping back into the breach as Secretary, possibly on a temporary basis but more 

on that at a later date. Valôs years of experience in this role and at the club will help our new Committee find our feet 

so that we can continue to present great live jazz and events here in Newcastle.  

 
Following the resumed AGM the popular Swing Company performed 2 sets of some of our favourite big band swing 

tunes. I was asked to fill in for Renee Berger who was otherwise engaged on the date. I did a couple of rehearsals with 

Neville and band and it all came together on the day. I hope that everyone enjoyed the afternoon of fun and upbeat 

music as much as I did.  

 
The dates for the 2023 Newcastle and Hunter Jazz Festival have been set and will occur, as is tradition, on the last 

weekend of August. The Festival will take place from Friday 25th until Sunday 27th of August. We will let you know 

when tickets go on sale. Work has begun on Festival business and Murray has already been burning the midnight oil 

on planning and preparations. We look forward to another spectacular Jazz Festival in 2023.  

 
I also welcome new members Barbara Heaton and  Doug Hoepper. Doug is a musician and Iôm pleased that we are 

increasing our ranks of musician members. Doug is in the process of putting together an 8-piece jazz ensemble. I look 

forward to having another jazz outfit in the area. Welcome Doug.  

 
I would like to thank all of our members for their continued support of our club so that we are able to support live jazz 

music in Newcastle and the Hunter.  

 

Hereôs to a fun and fabulous 2023. 

 

Sheriden  

 

Contributions to our newsletter from members are always welcome. 
Please email to the Editor, Doug Saxon at newsletterhjc@gmail.com 



 
New Committee   Elected  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the meeting held on February 26 a new management committee for 2022/23 was elected. All positions were 
filled except for that of President. We have welcomed some new faces to the committee so welcome to: 
Marianne Cummins  who will be Assistant Secretary,  Casey Sherry,  who will be the Treasurer and Kylie Fischer 
who will be Minute Secretary. 
 
Val Jones agreed to stay on as Secretary and Ann Gibson accepted the role of Public Officer. Other members of 
the committee are Sheriden Nelson, Vice-President, Alan Hunter, Chairperson, Murray Scoble: Compere and 
Jazz Festival Coordinator, Paul Ward, Functions Entry/Committee, Doug Saxon: Newsletter/Band Coordinator. 
Although not on the Management Committee Joanne Taylor will continue as Membership  Officer. 

Volunteers:  A number of members have volunteered to assist in a number of ways. 
Thanks to Judy Preston, Joanne TaylorΣ {ǳǎŀƴ hΩIŜƴƭȅΣ YŜǾŀƴ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

who have said they will assist at our concerts or with the Newcastle Jazz Festival. 

Marianne Cummins, Casey Sherry and Kylie Fischer and Ann Gibson 

    President  

Needed . 
Only one of the 

committee 
positions remains 
unfilled ĺ that of 

President.  
 

 If you would like 
to nominate,  

please contact  
our Vice-  
President,  

Sheriden Nelson 
0408 296 046  
or Secretary  

Val Jones 
49296315 

Right: The colourful Eric Gibbons playing at 
Carrington last month.  The April first gig  has 

been brought forward one week to Saturday 
25 March at 2pm. (Pic: Jo Taylor) 



 

Swing Company ð Sunday 26 Febr uary  2023  

 
l-r: Jason Nelson, Dave Jones, Jo Cadman, Chris Gill, Warren Shaw, Neville James, Chris Dawson, Sheriden Nelson, Adam Ferrier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 

Lucky Door:  
 

Anne 
Haydon, 

Lyn Farrell, 
Gordon 
Maley. 

 
Raff le:   

 
Wendy 
Davis,  
John 

Crawford, 
Pat Wise, 

Kylie Fischer, 
Elizabeth 
Hughes, 
Lesley 

Walker, 
Anne 

Haydon,  
Alan 

Thomas, 
Jenny Joyce, 

Beverley 
Dean, 
 Bev 

Henderson, 
Avril  

Roulston. 
 
. 
 

 

Another capacity audience was on hand (we had to get extra seats from the dining room) to hear ó�6�Z�L�Q�J���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�¶��at Central 

Leagues Club on 26 February .  

The band played a wide variety of songs and there were vocals by Sheriden Nelson and a couple from Dave Jones. The first 

half of the program included �0�L�V�W�\�����%�L�O�O���%�D�L�O�H�\�����%�\�H���%�\�H���%�O�D�F�N�E�L�U�G�����,�¶�P���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H���/�L�J�K�W�����,�¶�Y�H���J�R�W���<�R�X���8�Q�G�H�U���0�\��
Skin, Summertime and T�K�H�\���&�D�Q�¶�W���7�D�N�H���7�K�D�W���$�Z�D�\��from Me.  
 

The second half got off to a great start with some Glen Miller classics including In the Mood and American Patrol. Sheriden 

sang At Last followed by the band playing The Brothers Go to Mother�¶s (from Peter Gunn), Dave sang L.O.V.E Love 
followed by the band playing  a great version of Caravan. Sheriden then sang a few songs including �6�¶�:�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O�� Fever, 
Nice Work if You Can get It  and The Lady is A Tramp. The afternoon concluded with a toe tapping version of, �µ�7�K�H��
�6�D�L�Q�W�V�¶�� 

 

 

Gordon and John Maley,  and Gary and Sherrel Oakey,  Di Taylor 

L: New member, Doug Hoepper, Nancy Minton with Chris Dawson, Robyn Shaw & Astrida Scoble 


